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no aristocracy or leading class in the country. All are, owing to the monastic
schools, at about the same level of education. There are no rich men,1 just
as, thanks to the sparsehess of the population, there are no poor. Even the
priesthood has no special power, since any man may assume the hpongyi's
robe, and all must do so once at least in their lives, while any Jipongyi can at
his pleasure renounce his vows and return to lay life, " becoming," as the
phrase is, " a man again." We have therefore to deal with a population
made up of disintegrated units, each thinking and acting for himself, rather
than with masses or class combinations on whom the influence either of advan-
tage or of fear can be brought effectually to bear. It will be a work con-
sequently of time, as we know from experience in Lower Burma, to convince
the disorderly and ill-disposed that we intend them to receive us as their rulers
and to respect our standard of civic discipline and political morality. The
situation, moreover, is undoubtedly complicated by the fact of any Alompra
Prince under the Native Government having been always able to obtain some
sort of following whenever he attempted to raise his flag and strike a blow
for the thxone. Hence the jealousy with which the reigning . monarch kept
his near relatives shut up within the palace, and hence the terrible massacres
of the royal kin which from time to time took place in Mandalay. Hence also
the close seclusion of the King himself within his palace, as any excursion
outside exposed him to the risk of attack from some one or other of his relatives
who might have gathered round him a band of followers. On one of the rare
occasions when Thibaw's father, who was undoubtedly a respectable ruler,
had proceeded to a summer-house at no great distance from the city, he was
attacked by his own son, the Myngun Prince, to whom I have already referred.
The heir-apparent was killed, and the King barely escaped with his life by
the back-door of the summer-house in which he was sleeping. The monarchy
not being strictly hereditary, every prince was a possible king, and never
abandoned the hope of being able some day to secuie the throne. There are
how wandering about the -jungle not less than five of these princes, to say
nothing of pretenders, each with his small party of followers. But the objects
and procedure of these gangs differ little from those of ordinary dacoits. The
princes themselves are men of no importance or influence apart from the
accident of their birth, and when the ammunition of their followers fails, their
adherents will probably disperse of their own accord, if they are not sooner
broken up by our troops. Mr. Bernard consequently anticipates that order
will be more or less restored in Upper Burma before the setting in of the rains,
if British officers are placed at once in charge of all the districts; but he is

1 According to the Buddhist custom of Burman who became rich invested his
obtaining merit for future existences by money in these public works, which now
building pagodas, monasteries, etc., any abound all over the country.